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Winners Named at Awards Reception 
--Linda JC Taylor, Newsletter Editor 

In a ceremony at the 
Awards Reception at the 
OCTM Fifty-sixth Annual 
State Conference, 
Rosemary Garmann won 
top honors of the 
Christofferson-Fawcett 
Award.  

Don Gerke started the 
ceremony with a 
remembrance of Buck 
Martin, the namesake of the 
High School Mathematics 
Teacher award. Bill Spear, 
visiting from Las Vegas, 
also included us in some 
memories he had of 
working with Buck Martin. 
Then, Buck’s son, Kevin, 

gave us the family side of 
the man. The winner of the 
Buck Martin Award was 
Tom Reardon of 
Austintown Fitch High 
School near Youngstown 
and Youngstown State 
University. Read more of 
his accomplishments in this 
issue of the Newsletter. 

The Mrytle 
Miller/Maryjane Werner 
Award is given annually to 
the top elementary teacher 
of mathematics. This year’s 
winner was Mari Grace 
Smith of Wheelersburg 
Middle School. She was 

also the 2006 winner of the 
South District award. 

The Kenneth Cummins 
Award is given for those 
who need recognition but 
their service to OCTM and 
Mathematics Education in 
Ohio do not fit in the 
descriptions of the Mrytle 
Miller/Maryjane Werner 
and Buck Martin Awards. 
This year’s winner is Dan 
Brahier of Bowling Green 
State University. 
Read more of the 
accomplishments of these 
fine educators in this issue 
of the Newsletter. 
 

 
It is Time to Vote for 
New Officers 
Contained in this issue is your ballot for 
the next OCTM officers.  Put the ballot 
in an envelope and mail to the address 
indicated.  The nominating committee 
has done an excellent job of finding 
folks who are willing to run to serve this 
great organization.  Brief bios are 
included for most candidates.  Please 
take a minute and vote for your choice.  
Thank you for your vote. 

 
 

 



Good…Better…Best
(Presidential Ponderings) 
 -Bonnie Beach, President 
As mathematics teachers we each contribute our 
bit to preparing numerate adults, regardless of 
the age of our students.    However, we have a 
rather long history of thinking of mathematics as 
being synonymous with arithmetic for pre-high-
school students.     
 
In 1986, the Mathematical Sciences Education 
Board urged us to change our thinking with this 
quote:  “Every weekday, 25 million children 
study mathematics in our nation’s schools.  
Those at the younger end, some 15 million of 
them, will enter the adult word in the period 
1995-2000. The 40 classroom minutes they 
spend on mathematics each day are largely 
devoted to mastery of the computational skills 
which would have been needed by a shopkeeper 
in the year 1940 -- skills needed by virtually no 
one today. Almost no time is spent on 
estimation, probability, interest, histograms, 
spreadsheets, or real problem solving -- things 
which will be commonplace in most of these 
young people’s later lives. While the 15 million 
of them sit there drilling away on those 
arithmetic or algebra exercises, their future 
options are bit-by-bit eroded.”    
 
I’ve kept this quotation for two reasons.  One is 
that is has a lot of numbers in it and I, therefore, 
just like it.  The second reason is that it reminds 
me if I do not continually grow as a mathematics 
teacher; I am harming my students by limiting 
their futures.  
 

Only together can we do our 
very best to contribute our bit to 
preparing numerate adults. 
 
In the late 1970’s, I was the only teacher who 
taught mathematics to 7th and 8th graders in a K-8 
building.  Then my “lofty” goal was that all my 
students would be able to “add, subtract, 
multiply and divide whole numbers, decimals 
and fractions” by the end of eighth grade.  Today 
if all a student can do is to “add, subtract, 
multiply and divide whole numbers, decimals 
and fractions,” he/she would fail the Ohio 
Graduation Test.  Does that mean that we 
shouldn’t teach students “to add, subtract, 

multiply and divide whole numbers, decimals 
and fractions?”  Of course, not…but we can’t 
stop there.  [Although, I wonder if it is really 
important to teach division with three-digit 
divisors.] 
 
In 1993, Marilyn Burns wrote:  “Not too long 
ago, teachers saw the main goal of math 
instruction as helping children become proficient 
in paper-and-pencil computation.  Today, 
mathematics instruction is less about teaching 
basic computation and more about helping 
students become flexible thinkers who are 
comfortable with all areas of mathematics and 
are able to apply mathematical ideas and skills to 
a range of problem-solving situations.”   
 
A mathematics teacher’s job is to make sure that 
all students are numerate.  In 1986, a British 
publication, Mathematics Counts, defined 
numeracy as “the ability to cope confidently with 
the mathematical demands of adult life.”  The 
problem is that “the mathematical demands of 
adult life” continually change…and we must 
change with them.  In 1989, a U.S. publication, 
Everybody Counts, added "To cope confidently 
with the demands of today's society, one must be 
able to grasp the implication of many 
mathematical concepts - e.g. chance, logic, and 
graphs - that permeate daily news and routine 
decisions."   Publications such as NCTM’s 
Principles and Standards for School Mathematics 
and Ohio’s Academic Content Standards for 
Mathematics are attempts to help us define what 
it means to be numerate today.  NCTM’s new 
Focal Points publication adds further 
clarification.    
 
We cannot rest…as our world changes, the 
“mathematical demands of adult life” change.  
Collectively we must help each other to stay 
alert.  Only together can we do our very best to 
contribute our bit to preparing numerate adults. 
Abraham Lincoln once said, ”I do the very best I 
know how—the very best I can; and I mean to 
keep on doing so until the end.”    Let’s 
collectively follow Lincoln’s example and do the 
very best we know how—the very best we can; 
and … keep on doing so until the end -- together.

Page 2 http://ohioctm.org/  January 2007/ Ohio Council of Teachers of Mathematics 



OCTM NEWSLETTER 
Four (4) times each year: 
September/January/March/June 
Published by the Ohio Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics 
Editor: Margie Coleman 
mcoleman@cinci.rr.com
513-774-9208 

 
1-800-449-OCTM 

http://www.ohioctm.org

Change of address information 
for all OCTM communication to: 

Sister M. Theresa Sharp, S.N.D. 
OCTM Membership Secretary 
13000 Auburn Road 
Chardon, Ohio  44024-9330 
tsharp@sdec.org  
 
 

 
New Newsletter 
Editor Chosen 

-Linda JC Taylor, 
Editor 

This fall, I have 
tendered my resignation 
as the Editor of the 
Newsletter.  Since I 
retired, my time has 
been taken with church 
activities and family 
obligations. I've enjoyed 
the years I have spent 
working on the 
Newsletter but it is now 
time to turn it over. 

The new editor is 
Margie Coleman, of the 
Cincinnati area. She is a 
high school mathematics 
teacher at the Kings 
Local School District. 
She has bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from 
the University of 
Cincinnati. Both of them 
are in mathematics 
education. She has 
served OCTM on the 
Publication Committee 
and was very helpful 
with the last conference 
in the Cincinnati area. 

She loves to connect 
literature and 
mathematics in a way 
that challenges her 
students. She is always 
looking for the best 
ways to engage her 
students in mathematics 
so they will have the 
greatest understanding.  

Margie looks 
forward to serving the 
OCTM membership in 
this new capacity and 
looks forward to 
meeting more members 
at the conferences and 
other meetings.  

If you have any 
news that should be 
included in up-coming 
issues, please send it to 
her at 
mcoleman@cinci.rr.com

 
 

 

OCTM State 
Mathematics 
Tournament 
 -Charlie Kobida, 
State Tournament 
Director 
Tournament site 
directors met at The 
Ohio State University on 
Saturday, November 11, 
to prepare for the 2007 
tournament and to 
discuss the revised test 
instructions.  The 2007 
Test Instructions can be 
found on the official 
tournament website 
www.OCTMtournament
.org at the School/Coach 
Info area.  The attendees 
spent quite a bit of time 
reviewing their 
management 
responsibilities, most of 
which are performed on-
line via the tournament 
website.  Pictured below 
are some of the site 
directors busy at work.   
 

 

Don’t forget to vote! 
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EMPT 
Intervention/Testing 
Program for High 
School Students 
 
College remediation of 
high school students is 
at an all-time high. 
Thirty-three percent 
(33%) of recent Ohio 
high school graduates 
must repeat one or more 
secondary math courses 
when they enter college. 
Remedial courses do not 
carry college credit.  
  
The Ohio Early Math 
Placement Testing 
Program can provide 
help with this 
discouraging problem. 
EMPT offers tools you 
can use to keep track of 
student progress toward 
college level 
mathematics, and they 
are available on-line 
where your students 
may access the tools 
anyplace, any time, and 
on their own time! 
Armed with testing data 
and EMPT reports, 
schools can take action 
to correct problems. 
That is, historical data 
shows that if we seniors 
take a mathematics 
course, they take one 
less remedial course in 
college. Sign up for your 
high school at 
www.empt.org – just 
give us 4 weeks notice 

of when you want to 
test. Paper tests are still 
available for 
sophomores, juniors, 
and seniors.  
 
ALSO, plan now for 
the Ohio EMPT 
Summer Academy 
“Remedial Algebra 
Using a Function 
Approach,” to be held 
July 25 – 27, 2007 at 
The Ohio State 
University see 
http://www.empt.org/em
pt/prof_dev/summer_aca
demy.asp. The 
Academy is free, and 
grad credit is available. 
 
For further information, 
please contact Ed 
Laughbaum at 
elaughba@math.ohio-
state.edu or by phone at 
(614) 292-7223. EMPT 
is funded by the Ohio 
Board of Regents. 
 

 
 
GAMES (the Greater 
Akron Mathematics 
Educators’ Society) 
 -Kim Yoak 
GAMES has been 
having a successful and 
fun year so far.  We 

began the year with a 
math games night, and 
on December 6, we had 
a well-received 
presentation on using 
cameras in mathematics 
instruction.  Our 
speaker, Karen McClain 
from Stow-Munroe Falls 
City Schools, is an 
expert in technology and 
was able to share many 
great ideas for using 
cameras and other 
software to enhance 
lessons focused on the 
grade level indicators.  
Our major event for the 
year is approaching 
quickly; on January 27, 
we will host our annual 
mini-conference at 
Hoban High School in 
Akron, and it promises 
to be an outstanding 
learning opportunity for 
participants.  Sessions 
will be available for all 
grade levels, including 
teacher education and 
leadership, and our 
planned keynote 
speakers are Dan 
Brahier and Anne 
Mikesell.  Last year, we 
had 65 teachers in 
attendance, and we plan 
to top that this year!  
Anyone interested in 
attending this or any 
other GAMES event can 
contact Kim Yoak at 
st_kyoak@smfcsd.org. 
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Acceptance Speech for 
Christofferson-Fawcett 
Award  

   --Rosemary Garmann  
Thank you, Jim, for your kind 

introduction! It is indeed an honor to be 
selected for the distinguished 
Christofferson-Fawcett Award. 
Although most of us do not pursue the 
activities of our educational careers with 
an eye toward awards or honors, it is a 
pleasure to be recognized by the 
mathematical community of Ohio as a 
teacher/leader in our efforts to provide 
an excellent mathematics education for 
each child of our wonderful state. 

When considering what to say in this 
acceptance speech, it occurred to me that 
many of us get caught up in our day-to-
day activities, year after year, and 
sometimes lose sight of the big picture. 
During my years spent in mathematics 
education, the so-called Ohio 
mathematics big picture expanded in 
many directions and addressed many 
issues. I have decided to review briefly 
that growth with you, and, hopefully, 
energize you to continue the progress 
into the future. 

As Jim said, my teaching career 
began with an admonition not to waste 

too much time on arithmetic, because 
reading was more important. I was told 
to occupy my second-graders with 
practice work from their arithmetic 
books, while I taught reading. Now, I do 
agree that learning to read is very 
important for children. However, I had 
experienced the type of arithmetic 
instruction that I was now advised to 
provide, and I hated it. By sixth grade, I 
had often wondered why I had to do 25 
more long division exercises as 
homework because some other children 
had not understood long division the day 
before. Unfortunately, I had the audacity 
to ask the teacher why those of us who 
had gotten all last night’s homework 
right could not do some other kind of 
arithmetic while she helped the rest of 
the class. Well, as a reward for that 
audacity, I was directed to complete not 
25, but 50 long division exercises for 
homework. I believe that it was at that 
moment that I first began to think about 
being a teacher. I thought maybe I could 
be fair to all students and not make 
arithmetic so boring. 

 

I believe that it was at that 
moment that I first began to 
think about being a teacher. 

 
Subsequently, I taught 
Grades 4 through 8, 
always advancing in grade 
level because the other 
teachers did not like 
mathematics or did not 
feel comfortable teaching 
it beyond Grade 3. I liked 
mathematics and, 
therefore, I was the odd 
woman out. I taught self-
contained grades five and 
six, (continued on p. 12) 

OCTM Mathematics 
Tournament 

 
Saturday, February 24, 2007 

 
For complete information, registration instructions, how to sign-

up as a grader, go to the tournament website: 
 

www.OCTMtournament.org 
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Buck Martin 
Award 
 --Margaret Garner, 
District Director-at-Large 

The 2006 winner of 
the Buck Martin Award 
is Tom Reardon of 
Austintown Fitch High 
School and Youngstown 
State University. 

Tom has been a 
frequent speaker at all of 
the important 
mathematics gatherings. 
He spoke at NCTM 
(National Council of 
Teachers of 
Mathematics), OCTM 
(Ohio Council of 
Teachers of 
Mathematics), and T^3 
(Teachers Teaching with 
Technology). Tom 
teaches at Austintown 
Fitch High School as 
well as at Youngstown 
State University. Tom is 
a master of instruction 
on the Smart Board. 
Tom authored a 
textbook for Barrons 
that dealt with helping 
students master the Ohio 
Graduation Test. He 
spent three years 
working on this project. 

Tom has done 
extensive work with 
Texas Instruments in the 
development of their 
computer algebra 
system. He helped 
develop the TI 84+ 
emulator that we use in 
our classrooms. If you 

have not yet seen this 
emulator, you definitely 
want to begin using it 
soon. He served in the 
capacity of a T^3 
instructor. 

Tom served the State 
of Ohio in helping to 
determine the types of 
information that should 
be tested on the OGT. 
He served on the 
advisory panel for the 
American Mathematics 
Contests. 

Tom is a certified 
OMAP (Ohio 
Mathematics Academy 
Program) instructor. He 
is certified to teach all 
three modules. Not only 
has he assisted his own 
school in their 
professional 
development but he has 
also come to the aid of 
many other schools. 

On a personal note, 
my first acquaintance 
with Tom was when I 
introduced Tom two 
years ago for his OCTM 
presentation. I was 
immediately impressed 
with his knowledge of 
mathematics. I found his 
method of presentation 
to be invigorating and I 
left the session wanting 
to know more of the 
ideas he had to share. 
It is with great pleasure 
that I honor Tom 
Reardon with the Buck 
Martin Award for the 

outstanding Secondary 
mathematics teacher in 
the state of Ohio. 

 
 

Mrytle 
Miller/Maryjane 
Werner Award  
 --Margaret Garner, 
District Director-at-Large 

This year’s winner 
of the MM/MW award 
for excellence in 
teaching mathematics at 
the elementary level is 
Mari Grace Smith of 
Wheelersburg Middle 
School. 

Mari Grace is young 
in years while also being 
very mature and 
knowledgeable in the 
education process. The 
administration at 
Wheelersburg was so 
impressed with Mari 
Grace when she 
interviewed with them 
that they hired her one 
year before they had a 
mathematics opening. 
Mari Grace taught 
science that first year of 
her teaching career. She 
then moved into the 
world of mathematics 
instruction. (continued 
on p. 11) 
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Directory 2006-07
 
Executive Board  
 
President –2008 
Bonnie Beach 
656 Grove Circle 
Gahanna, OH 43230 
614-251-4625 (W) 
beachb@ohiodominican.edu 
 
Past President --2008 
Linda  S. Hallenbeck 
7615 Oxgate Court. 
Hudson, OH 44236 
330-650-4912 (H) 
tlhallenbeck@earthlink.net 
 
Secretary 
Kim Yoak 
Lakeview Intermediate School 
1819 Graham  Rd. 
Stow, OH 44224 
330-689-5200 ext 6255 (W) 
st_kyoak@smfcsd.org
 
Treasurer---2007 
Ruth Hubbard 
5155 Miami Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45243-3915 
513-272-1324(H) 
RHUBBARD1@ cinci.rr.com 
 
Executive Director 
Adele Cohn 
4004 Monticello Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44121-2020 
216-382-3549(H) 
800-449-OCTM(W) 
acohn@en.com 
 
Vice President Elementary--2007 
Rena Allen 
142 Private Dr. 10467 
Proctorville, OH 43767-9759 
740-886-8830 (H) 
allenr@ohio.edu 
 

Vice President Secondary--2008 
Jack Albers 
7871 State route 219 
Celina, OH 45822-7806 
419-268-0034 
LE_ALBERS@woco-k12.org 
 
Vice President College—2009 
Debra Gallagher 
23210 W. Trowbridge Rd. 
Millbury, OH 43447 
419-855-7279 (H) 
419-372-9188 (W) 
dgallag@bgsu.edu 
 
District Directors 
 
East--2007 
Deborah Haverstock 
6835 Colleen Dr. 
Youngstown, OH 44512-3834 
330-758-4669 (H) 
dh@zoominternet.net 
 
Southeast--2007 
Al Cote 
6460 South State Route 78 
Glouster, OH 45732 
740-767-2510 (H) 
740-593-0118 
cote@ohio.edu 
 
At-Large--2007 
Margaret Garner 
10750 Belle Dr. 
Norwich, OH 43767 
740-872-3574 
jhmagarner@columbus.rr.com
 
 
South--2008 
Ruth Ann Murphy 
10970 Gallia Pike 
Wheelersburg, OH 45694 
740-574-2433 (H) 
murphyr@marshall.edu 

 
Southwest ---2008 
Ann Dinkheller 
7749 White hall Circle East 
West Chester, OH 45069-1112 
513-777-8841 (H) 
513-336-7367 ext. 44003 (W) 
dinkhellera@mason.k12.oh.us 
 
West--2008 
Barbara Farris 
639 Hidden Valley Ct. 
Fairborn, OH 45324 
937-754-0140 (H) 
farrisbarbara@sbcglobal.net 
 
Central--2009 
Frank Hatcher 
2200 Fairfax Rd. 
Columbus, OH 43221 
614-488-5510 (H) 
614-487-5150 (W) 
fhatcher51@yahoo.com 
 
Northeast---2009 
Louisa Matthias 
22300 Calverton Rd. 
Shaker Heights, OH 44122-2026 
216-464-7972 (H) 
216-295-4150 (W) 
louisa@matthias.org
 
Northwest--2009 
Janet Cummings 
8710 Vickery Rd. 
Castalia, OH 44824 
419—684-9272 (H) 
geoteach@lrbcg.com 
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Other Council Positions 
 
NCTM Representative 
Judy Higgins 
6197 Fernwood Street N W  
Canton, OH 44718-1011 
330-494-0860(H) 
jghiggins@neo.rr.com 
 
Membership Secretary 
Sister Mary Theresa Sharp 
Notre Dame Educational Center 
13000 Auburn Road 
Chardon, OH 44024-9330 
440-286-7101 v.m. 3132(H) 
tsharp@ndec.org 
 
Historian 
Duane Bollenbacher 
329 S. Main Street 
Bluffton, OH 45817-1041 
419-358-7365(H) 
419-358-3296(W) 
bollenbacherd@bluffton.edu 
 
Memorial Committee 
Richard Glove 
14075 Country River Lane 
Newbury, OH 44065 
440-564-8219 (H) 
440-995-6811 (W) 
rglove@bright.net 
 
Publications, 
Brochure Editor 
Don Gerke 
17082 North River Road 
Pemberville, OH 43450-9619 
419-287-3873(H) 
dgerke@wcnet.org 
 
Journal Editor 
Ed Laughbaum 
The Ohio State University 
Department of Mathematics 
231 West 18th Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43210 
614-292-7223(W) 
614-292-0694(fax) 
elaughba@math.ohio-state.edu 
 
 
 

Marsha Nicol Guntharp 
561 Woodbay Dr. 
Gahanna, OH 43230 
614-478-3771 (H) 
614-236-6262(W) 
mgunthar@capital.edu 
 
Kelly M. Costner 
Winthrop University 
144 Withers/WTS 
Rock Hill, SC 29733 
803-323-4750 (O) 
803-323-4766 (F) 
costnerk@winthrop.edu 
Newsletter Editor 
Margie Coleman 
8222 Rollinghitch Ct. 
Maineville, OH 45039 
513-967-1026 (cell) 
mcoleman@cinci.rr.com 
 
 
Website Editor 
Bret J. Gensburg 
1200 Hallock-Young Rd. 
Lordstown, OH 44481 
330-824-2370 (H) 
330-829-2245 (W) 
bjgoctm@earthlink.net 
 
Contest Coordinator 
Michael Flick 
Xavier University 
3800 Victory Parkway 
Cincinnati, OH 45207 
859-344-0264(H) 
513-745-2984(W) 
flick@xu.edu 
 
Contest Director 
Charlene Kobida 
24 Little Creek Lane 
Cincinnati, OH 45246-4724 
513-772-4228(H) 
director@OCTMtournament.org 
 
OHMIO Director 
Nancy McDaniel 
6688 Apaxhe Way 
West Chester, OH 45069 
nlmcdaniel@juno.com 
 
 

Constitution Committee 
Mark Jaffee 
26 North Cedar St. 
Oberlin, OH 44074-1530 
440-282-9191 (W) 
440-774-1462 (H) 
markjaffee@oberlin.net 
 
2006 Annual Meeting Contact 
Daniel Brahier 
530 Oak Knoll Drive 
Perrysburg, OH 43551 
419-874-2836(H) 
419-372-0339(W) 
brahier@bgnet.bgsu.edu 
 
2007 Annual Meeting Contact 
Tammy Redmond 
8828 Currier Rd. 
Plain City, OH 43064 
614-873-4900(H) 
Tammy_Redmond@fclass.hillard.k
12.oh.us 
 
State Consultants 
Ohio Department of Education 
25 South Front Street; Mail stop 
509 
Columbus, OH 43215-415-4183 
877-644-6338(general info) 
614-995-5568(fax) 
Brian Roget 
614-466-2128 
brian.roget@ode.state.oh.us 
Anita  Jones 
614-387-2274 
Anita.Jones@ode.state.oh.us 
Karen Daugherty 
614-387-7560 
Karen.Daugherty@ode.state.oh.us 
Yelena Palayeva 
614-387-7561 
yelena.palayeva@ode.state.oh.us 
James Wright 
614-387-2218 
james.wright@ode.state.oh.us 
Vicky Kirschner 
614-387-0429 
vicky.kirschner@ode.state.oh.us 
Joe Bauhr 
614-387-7568 
joseph.bauhr@ode.state. oh.us
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Affiliate 
Information 
 
Local Council Services Chair 
Judy Gerwe 
534 Waycross Road 
Cincinnati,OH 45240-3936 
513-742-3422 (H) 
513-708-1978 (cell) 
jagmath@aol.com 
 
OMELC 
Steve Miller 
2555 Berk St. 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221 
                           (H) 
                            (W) 
smiller@akron.k12.oh.us 
 
BGSU 
Kathy Weber & Abbey Bergman 
124Life Science Building 
Bowling Green, OH43403 
419-372-9411(W) 
kweber@ bgnet.bgsu.edu 
abergman@bgnet.bgsu.edu 
 
Central Ohio (COCTM) 
Tammy Redmond 
8828 Currier Rd. 
Plain City, OH 43064-9412 
614-873-4900 (H) 
614-334-0505 (W) 
Tammy_Redmond@fclass.hillard.k
12.oh.us 
 
Eastern Ohio 
Deborah Haverstock 
6835 Colleen Drive 
Youngstown, OH 44512-3834 
330-758-4669(H) 
                       (W) 
dkhaverstock@aol.com 
 
GAMES  (Akron) 
Kim Yoak 
Lakeview Intermediate School 
1819 Geaham  Rd. 
Stow, OH 44224 
330-689-5200 ext, 6255 (W) 
st_kyoak@smfcsd 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Grand Lake 
Tom F. Elsass 
20168 Eisley Rd. 
Wapakoneta, OH 45895 
419-657-6856 (H) 
419-394-4011 (W) 
tdelsass@ohiolink.net 
 
Greater Canton 
Heather Durbin Lash 
2424 Brookdale St. 
Canton, OH 44709 
330-493-1297(H) 
                      (W) 
tahlash@sbcglobal.net 
 
Greater Cincinnati 
Anne Hambrick 
2821 Ridgewood Ave. Ave. 
Cincinnati, OH 45213 
513-731-9642 (H) 
hambricka@olv-school.org 
 
 
Greater Cleveland 
Wade Zwingler 
7357 Glenside Lane 
Olmsted Township, OH 44138 
440-235-1825 (H) 
440-427-6066                        (W) 
zwingler@cox.net 
 
Greater Toledo 
Debra Gallagher 
23210 W. Trowbridge Rd. 
Millbury, OH 43551 
419-855-7279 (H) 
419-372-9188 (W) 
dshelt@bgnet.bgsu.edu 
 
 
Miami University 
Molly Martin 
Mathematics Department 
Miami University 
Oxford, OH 45056 
                      (H) 
513-529-5954(W) 
mollysing@aol.com 

 
 
 
 
Mid-Ohio 
Cathy Stoffer 
1530 South Baney Road 
Ashland , OH 44805 
419-289-1062(H) 
419-289-5947(W) 
cstoffer@ashland.edu 
 
MSaTERs-OSU 
 
c/o Doug Owens 
333 Arps Hall 
1945 North High Street 
Columbus, OH 43210-1172 
614-292-8021(W) 
Owens.93@osu.edu 
 
Muskingum Area 
George Koncar 
112 Juanita Dr. 
Zanesville, OH 43701 
740-452-4495 (H) 
                          (W) 
gkoncar@laca.org 
 
 
Ohio University 
James P. Vanosdall 
366 Richland Ave. #3107 
Athens, OH 45701 
419-651-4689 (H) 
jv222503@ohio.edu 
 
South Central 
Rena Allen 
210 Private Drive 10461 
Proctorville, OH 43767-9759 
740-886-8830 (H) 
                           (W) 
allenr@ohio.edu 
 
WSUACTM  (Wright State) 
Tess Black 
2184 Marcia Dr. 
Bellbrook, OH 45305 
937-848-6443 (H) 
937-718-3645 (cell) 
Haletess@yahoo.com
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The Ohio Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
Individual Membership Form 
 
Circle One: Renewal  New Membership 
 
_Name _____________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________ 
 
2nd Address _________________________________ 
 
City _______________________State ____________ 
 
Zip+4 ______________________________________ 
 
SSN (last four digits only) ______________________ 
 
Home Phone (________) _______________________ 
 
Work Phone (________) _______________________ 
 
Email: _____________________________________ 
 
Employed by: _______________________________ 
 
Position: _______________ Grade Levels: ________ 
 
____ Male _____ Female 
Make checks payable to OCTM and mail them with this form to: 
 
Sister M. Theresa Sharp, SND 
OCTM Membership Secretary 
13000 Auburn Road 
Chardon, OH 44024-9330 
 
Check one below: 
____ $25.00 for 1 year 
____$60.00 for 3 years 
____ $5.00 student membership 
 
____ Life – Available without payment of dues to persons who were OCTM members for 15 consecutive 
years prior to retirement. 
 
___ From time to time, OCTM makes our members’ mailing information available to other reputable 
organizations or companies for mathematics-related products or services that might be of interest to our 
members. We are confident that many of our members find this a valuable and time-saving service. If, 
however, you would like your name excluded from these mailings, check here. 
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(Myrtle Miller/ 
Maryjane Werner 
cont.)  

Once involved in 
mathematics education, 
Mari Grace went to 
work with sixth graders 
at Wheelersburg Middle 
School. Currently she 
teaches five periods of 
mathematics daily. 
Some of her classes 
include intervention 
students and special 
needs students. In 2003, 
sixth graders were 
scoring 49% on their 
sixth grade mathematics 
tests. After her first year 
of teaching, the 
percentage rose to 79%. 
Let’s look at the 
programs Mari Grace 
developed: 

1) Mathematics 
Stations were used 
where students were 
engaged actively in 
their learning. 

2) An intervention 
period was set up 
with peer tutors for 
students who needed 
remedial help. 
Students worked on 
their homework, 
reviewed, or studied 
for a test. 

3) Hands-on 
learning was 
utilized. 

4) Students learned 
to understand the 
rubrics used to 
assess open-ended 
questions. 

Mari Grace has 
presented her program 
of success to other 
teachers. In 2005, she 
participated in the Ohio 
University Leadership 
Project where she 
presented her program 
to the elementary 
principals. She was a 
presenter in an Action 
Research Project where 
she showed how she 
increased students’ 
motivation through her 
teaching strategies. 

Mari Grace stated 
that most of the time she 
did not teach from the 
textbook. She created 
lessons and activities 
based on the state 
benchmarks and 
indicators. She varied 
her instruction to give 
students as many 
different learning 
experiences as possible. 
When she did give direct 
instruction, she worked 
on the students’ note-
taking and 
organizational skills. 
She used probing 
questions that made 
students really think. 
She showed the students 
real-world activities so 
all of them would know 
the uses of mathematics 
in their lives. 

 
 

Kenneth 
Cummins 
Award  
 --Margaret Garner, 
District Director-at-Large 

The Kenneth 
Cummins Award winner 
for 2006 is Daniel 
Brahier, Ph.D. of 
Bowling State 
University. 

Dan is currently a 
professor at Bowling 
Green State University. 
As all of you are aware, 
he is the 2006 chair of 
our OCTM conference. 
Dan is a very modest 
individual. He would 
never have nominated 
himself for this award. 
Two separate 
individuals, both of 
whom have been very 
influential in 
mathematics education 
in Ohio, nominated him. 

Dan has been a full-
time professor at 
Bowling Green for 12 
years. Previous to that 
time he spent 26 years in 
public education as a 
mathematics teacher, a 
guidance counselor, a 
(continued on p. 12) 
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(Kenneth Cummins 
Award cont.)  
high school principal, 
and a district curriculum 
supervisor. Dan has 
served public education 
for many years. 

The list of Dan’s 
accomplishments is 
great and varied. Dan 
served Ohio 
mathematics education 
in local capacities and 
on the state level. Dan 
was a past-president of 
OCTM. Dan served on 
the Board of Directors 
for several national 
organizations. He served 
on the editorial panel for 
NCTM for Mathematics 
Teaching in the Middle 

School and also for the 
World’s Largest Math 
Event. 

Dan is the author of 
three books with a 
fourth to be released 
next summer. Dan is 
married to Anne, and is 
the father of three sons 
John, Mark, and Luke. 
In addition to all of the 
previously mentioned 
skills, Dan is also an 
avid guitarist, singer, 
and songwriter. 

Dan’s greatest 
accolades came from his 
peers. They stated that 
Dan stays connected to 
his subject by teaching 
daily in the eighth grade 
at a local school. Dan 

believed that 
mathematics should be 
integrated and connected 
in all that a student does. 
His students were at the 
core of everything that 
he did. An 
undergraduate stated 
that Dan truly cared 
about the students whom 
he advised and taught. 
This student stated that 
Dr.Brahier encompassed 
everything that a master 
teacher should. 
 

 

 
 
 
(Christofferson-Fawcett speech 
cont.)  
then seventh and eighth, mathematics only. This 
was a delight for me, and a relief for my 
colleagues. But it left a nagging feeling within 
me that all elementary teachers should know 
enough mathematics to feel confident in their 
abilities to teach mathematics at all grade levels 
for which they were certified. I pondered, once 
in a while, whether I could ever do anything 
about that. My pondering later evolved into 
many years of providing mathematics inservice 
for wonderful elementary teachers who were not 
confident about mathematics and were hesitant 
to stray from the page-by-page approach to 
instruction. 
My real eye-opener occurred when I began as a 
high-school mathematics teacher at Withrow 
High School in Cincinnati. Withrow seniors, in a 
last-ditch effort to pass a single mathematics 
course required for graduation, took “Consumer 
Mathematics.” I was assigned to teach three 
sections of that course. At the beginning of the 
year, many, if not most, of my students were 
unable to compute simple exercises involving 
subtraction or multiplication and would not even 

consider a word problem. This, though they had 
already tried two or three years of General 
Mathematics! Worse! They didn’t even care 
whether they could or couldn’t subtract or 
multiply. Their attitude was, “She’ll pass me 
because I have to graduate this year.” Well, they 
didn’t know me! My philosophy, shared with 
them was, “It’s up to you! If you decide you 
want to pass, you’ll meet the requirements of this 
class; if not, you’ll fail the course and not 
graduate. It’s completely up to you!” I then 
instituted an individualized program in which 
every student worked at his/her own pace, 
working on the chapters of the text in any order. 
Each student took a chapter test when he/she 
believed the material of the chapter had been 
mastered. If the test was passed, a student moved 
on to the next selected chapter. However, if a 
particular test was not passed, there was no F 
recorded; a student merely addressed the chapter 
again until the material was understood. What 
happened was amazing! Students began to race 
to beat each other at understanding the material 
and to keep moving through chapters. They 
actually did some of the work at home! With my 
assistance, (continued on p. 13) 
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(Christofferson-Fawcett speech 
cont.)  
(one-on-one) their understanding of computation 
and solution of consumer mathematics problems 
rapidly improved. The attendance rates in those 
three classes soared. That was the beginning of 
my belief that all students can learn and buried 
underneath, sometimes deeply, is a desire to 
succeed. 

 

 
 
When I moved into the position of 

Mathematics Supervisor for Cincinnati Public 
Schools, I began to draw on my own teaching 
experience and observations to develop my goals 
as a supervisor. I wanted to address the lack of 
mathematics knowledge and confidence on the 
part of elementary teachers, although, at first, I 
was the secondary supervisor. So, I cultivated 
good relationships with the elementary 
supervisors and we worked together to move 
elementary mathematics instruction into a more 
productive direction. My second goal was to do 
whatever I could to remedy the situation that I 
had encountered in my “Consumer Mathematics” 
classes; that is, high school seniors who had 
fallen through the cracks! My students at 
Withrow had learned enough to pass the course 
and then graduate, but the world was rapidly 
changing and the little bit of mathematics they 
had learned would never be considered sufficient 
for employment beyond unskilled labor or for 
college pursuit. 

 

That was the beginning of 
my belief that all students can 
learn and buried underneath, 
sometimes deeply, is a desire 
to succeed. 

 

It was at that time that the Ohio Legislators 
became concerned about similar issues and voted 
into law a requirement that all students must pass 
a proficiency test in each major subject area 
before receiving a high-school diploma. I agreed 
with their edict, but wondered how in the world 
such a requirement could possibly be fulfilled. 
Little did I know that I would be involved with 
that frustrating issue for the remaining years of 
my mathematics education career. 
Shortly after passage into law of the Ohio 
Proficiency Test requirement, a number of 
teachers, supervisors, college professors, and 
parents were asked to meet in Columbus with a 
non-mathematics representative of the Ohio 
Department of Education. As the meeting began, 
we were told that it was probably a one-time 
meeting, since it was obvious what the 
Proficiency Test should look like. He then 
handed us a list of computational objectives and 
test item examples and said he needed our stamp 
of approval. There was dissent, anger, 
agreement, and every other emotion in the room. 
Some members of the group resigned; others, 
like myself, decided to stay and fight! If 
mathematicians ever fought for a cause, most of 
us, and others, really fought for months to bring 
about the Ninth-Grade Proficiency Test that at 
least leaned in the direction of the National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematic’s (NCTM) 
Agenda for Action (1980) and the newly 
designed NCTM Curriculum and Evaluation 
Standards for School Mathematics (referred to 
below as NCTM Standards, 1989).  

 
The next required state activity involved 

designing a mathematics curriculum for Ohio 
that would, hopefully, lead to student success on 
the Ohio Proficiency Test; that is, the Ohio 
Mathematics community was to design a Model 
Competency-Based Mathematics Program. 
Margaret Comstock, mathematics consultant at 
the Ohio Department of Education, became 
responsible for accomplishing this challenge, in 
a very limited period of time. A group of us 
assisted Margaret, working together frequently 
and working individually between group 
meetings.  
One icy winter night, as we all sat huddled in a 
motel room (continued on p. 14) 
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(Christofferson-Fawcett speech 
cont.) 
worrying about the roads home, we wondered if 
our efforts would be worth it. I now know that 
our efforts were worth it and those efforts have 
indeed led to many future revisions, 
improvements, and better mathematics 
instruction for the children of Ohio. 

Shortly thereafter, when a test preparation 
company was contracted to develop proficiency 
tests, it became necessary for Ohio teachers, 
supervisors, parents, administrators, and 
representatives of the general public to review 
test items in light of the Ohio curriculum and in 
consideration of all high school students in Ohio. 
A selected committee met periodically and spent 
two full days each time, verbally dissecting 
proposed test items, arguing about their 
appropriateness for our students, rating difficulty 
levels, and designing replacement items for those 
we discarded. It was interesting, time-
consuming, and many times, frustrating; but, in 
the end, the Proficiency Test program began and 
then initiated the long march away from high 
school students falling through the cracks. There 
was much criticism of the Proficiency Test 
program statewide; but schools did institute 
tutoring programs, classes for under-achieving 
students, motivational activities for students, and 
many other creative ways for schools to assist 
students in their learning of mathematics. So, I 
became a believer in the program of testing 
connected to graduation. 

At that time, however, we were only 
permitted to develop tests based on mathematics 
to be learned through Grade 8, and the test was 
indeed called the “Ninth Grade Proficiency 
Test.” We all knew that, some day, that 
realization would influence legislators to 
increase the difficulty of the Proficiency Test as 
well as to begin testing in lower grades. Hence, 
you are now involved in the Ohio Graduation 
Test program, or OGT, which is a much better 
program than our initial attempts to improve 
mathematics instruction for children at all levels. 
I hope you will participate with the same energy 
and dedication as those of us who preceded you. 
It is easy to say, “Testing is killing my program 
of instruction” or similar complaints. But, when 
you are tempted to give in to those frustrating 
thoughts, I hope you will remember my former 
students and the many mathematics educators 
who pioneered the testing programs. Ohio 
students now have come a long way beyond the 
students of 40 years ago, but their futures will 

require them to progress yet a longer way. It is 
your responsibility to believe in them, assist 
them, and do all you can to ensure their success. 
I wish you luck! I hope you will succeed. Our 
state and our nation depend upon your efforts. 

 

 

 
 
At this time, I would like to acknowledge 

the efforts of the many mathematics educators 
who contributed to the endeavors I have 
described. The children and mathematics 
teachers of this state owe much to the continuing 
efforts of the ODE mathematics consultants, 
Steve Meiring, Peggy Kasten, Margaret 
Comstock, Anne Mikesell, and the consultants 
who were to follow. We learned that these 
people who had to deal with a large and 
complicated bureaucracy in Columbus really 
achieved magnificent success. In the name of all 
of us, I would like to thank them and 
acknowledge all of the ODE mathematics 
consultants, past and present, who are here 
tonight. (Please stand.)  

 

Ohio students now have come 
a long way beyond the students 
of 40 years ago, but their 
futures will require them to 
progress yet a longer way. 

 
OCTM officers and active OCTM members also 
played a large role in bringing Ohio mathematics 
curriculum and testing out of the dark ages and, 
eventually, into the light of the NCTM 
Standards. Dave Kullman, Miami University and 
OCTM President, played an active role in 
establishing the statewide OCTM committee that 
planned an approach to promulgating the NCTM 
Standards message throughout the schools of the 
state. I believe this committee still exists and 
has(continued on p. 15) 
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(Christofferson-Fawcett speech 
cont.) 
 become engaged in development of model 
lessons and activities for all grade levels, as well 
as sample OGT tests and learning materials. At 
first, this committee was under the leadership of 
Peggy Kasten, and now, I believe, is guided by 
Anne Mikesell and perhaps newer ODE 
consultants. Dave Kullman, as well as other very 
active college professors such as Johnny Hill, 
Iris LaRoche, Bert Waits, Frank Demana, and 
others may be here tonight. They all deserve a 
round of applause for work beyond the call of 
duty. (Please stand.) 

Also, there may be present a number of 
proficiency test developers, curriculum 
designers, committee members, OCTM officers, 
and others who directly helped to develop the big 

picture for mathematics education in this state. 
You know who you are! (Please stand for all of 
us to recognize.) We all wish the best to the rest 
of you, as you continue our work into the future. 
It is rewarding work and, at retirement, you will 
feel very good about your contribution to the 
mathematics education effort in Ohio. 

Thank you again for the Christofferson-
Fawcett award! I will think of all of you, when I 
remember this evening. You are now the future 
of mathematics education in Ohio, and I am sure 
other retirees join me in wishing you well. God 
bless you! 
[Ed. Note: the above is the complete text of 
Ms Garman’s speech. Because of time 
restrictions at the ceremony, she edited this 
for her oral remarks.] 

 
OCTM Full 
Board Meeting 
      --summarized from 
Kim Yoak’s notes 

The constitution 
committee is working on 
several revisions, mostly 
clarifying ambiguities or 
differences between 
practice and the 
wording.  These issues 
should be worked out so 
that the membership can 
vote on any changes at 
the 2007 conference. 

An agreement has 
been reached for a 
discounted membership 
deal for Pre-K to 6th 
grade teachers who want 
to join both OCTM and 
SECO.  It will save 
teachers $10 per year. 

The 2007 conference 
theme is “Columbus: A 
Capital Idea – Be Sure 
to Get Your C’s.”  (The 
C stands for several 
things around the city 

that will be part of the 
conference – e.g. COSI.)  
The conference is 
October 19 – 20, 2007.  
The Hampton will be the 
main hotel – offering 
free continental 
breakfast and internet 
access.  The Drury Inn is 
the backup hotel. 

 

 
 
President, Bonnie 

Beach, announced that 
Linda Taylor is 
resigning as the 
newsletter editor.  
Bonnie expressed deep 
appreciation for Linda 
and her efforts on behalf 
of the board.  (see 

announcement on p. 3 
of the new editor) 

Jim Wright is the 
new team leader for the 
mathematics consultants 
at the Ohio Department 
of Education (ODE).  
Vicky Kirschner and Joe 
Baehr have joined the 
ODE as consultants.  
The IMS website has 
been updated.  There is 
also a new section called 
the ODE Success 
Website at 
www.success.ode.state.o
h.us.  It provides public 
access to three sections: 
What’s Expected on the 
Test, Practice for the 
Test (where students can 
actually take practice 
tests online), and 
Understanding the Test.   

DON’T 
FORGET TO 

VOTE!
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OHIO COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF MATHEMATICS 
OCTM NEWSLETTER 
MARGIE COLEMAN 
8222 ROLLINGHITCH CT. 
MAINEVILLE, OHIO 45039 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOTE TODAY FOR 
NEW OFFICERS 

 
 

SLATE OF OFFICERS 
AND BALLOT ARE ON 
THE INSERT IN THIS 

ISSUE 
 

VOTE! VOTE! VOTE! 
 
 
 

Important Dates: 
OCTM Mathematics Tournament 
February 24, 2007 
 
OCTM Full Board Meeting 
March 10, 2007 
 
OHMIO 
March 31, 2007 
 
NCTM Conference - Atlanta 
March 21-24, 2007 
 
NCTM Regional Conference –
Kansas City, MO 
25-27 October 2007 

 
OCTM Conference – Columbus 
October 19-20, 2007 
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